
 

 

  
Abstract—This abstract is regarding to new innovation and 
technological equipment that has influenced the new life style of Thai 
students and also the Thai culture. Thailand is the land of contrast, for 
the first time traveler to Thailand; he or she may be lost in a world of 
contrast. Form traditional temples too the high sky scraper of 
Bangkok. New innovation such as the smart phone, tables, has found 
its way in to our lives. Little that we know it or realize it these new 
innovation change our lives completely. Product such as smart phone 
influence about 80%, of our daily activity. Technologies shape how 
we live and learn. New innovation like smart phone and tablet set the 
social scene for Thai youth and also young working adult. 
Thai students relied on innovation like these for their study and 
research. The Associate of Southeast Asian Nation (ASEAN)  craze 
also plays many role on how Thailand is progressing, currently the 
Thai government has emphasize the use of tablet in learning and 
teaching process in classrooms across the country. Innovation like 
this will change the Thai society and also the whole ASEAN. 
Thailand is now on the path of industrialization, the need of new 
innovation and technology product is a must the reach this goal. 
This article will further examine on how innovation and new 
technology, like the tablet, smart phones, and computers influence 
Thai youth and also the Thai society as a whole. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
Thai students relied on innovation like these for their study and 
research. The Associate of Southeast Asian Nation (ASEAN)  craze 
also plays many role on how Thailand is progressing, currently the 
Thai government has emphasize the use of tablet in learning and 
teaching process in classrooms across the country. Innovation like 
this will change the Thai society and also the whole ASEAN. 
Thailand is now on the path of industrialization, the need of new 
innovation and technology product is a must the reach this goal. 

II.   THAI SOCIETY AND NEW INNOVATION & 
TECHNOLOGY  

To be called an innovation, an idea must be replicable at an 
economical and must satisfy a specific need. Innovation involves 
deliberate application of information, imagination and initiative in 
deriving greater or different values from resources, and includes all 
processes by which new ideas are generated and converted into useful 
products. In business, innovation often results when ideas are applied 
by the company in order to further satisfy the needs and expectations 
of the user. In a social context, innovation helps create new methods 
for alliance creation. 

Technology and innovation plays an important role in our life. It 
change the way we use our daily life. If you notice in just about any 
major city in the world and you'll see the same thing: slouched 
shoulders and down-turned faces staring glumly at Smartphone 
screens. Some people never look away, completely immersed in 
whatever is happening in the palm of their hands, while others get 
stuck in a loop of pulling phones from pockets or purses and popping 
 

 

on the screens for just a moment before putting them away again for 
just a minute or two. 

Smartphone are amazing things, but for those who have become 
addicted to messaging instant gratification, they are a bit unwieldy. 
This annoyance gets even worse as these devices grow larger and 
larger. One approach would be to relax a little and stop feeling so 
compelled to check for Facebook notifications every 30 seconds. 
Those fully immersed in the information age, however, will be more 
than this. 

Not long ago, notebooks computer replaced desktops computers, now 
tablets & Smartphone replace notebooks computers, with declining 
sales of notebook and desktop computers; the technology markets 
change quickly. According to Setta Sasanan (2010) “the use of 
wireless devices used to view media at home and on-the-go is 
proving a challenge for personal computer (PC) makers and changing 
the playing field for the overall information technology (IT) industry 
This is so because desktop PC are become obsolete and old fashion. 
In a country like Thailand technology and fashion go hand in hand. 
And we cannot separate it from one another. Innovation like tablet 
could be said a new replacement for PC in our daily work. As more 
and more of us are drifting away from PCs and laptops, and toward 
mobile, touch-screen devices Communication Corporation in 
Thailand like True, Dtac and AIS uses tablet to their advantages in 
term of providing new services to customer. On the social side this is 
also a show of a fashion statement.” 

For both image and social status of a country like Thailand, this 
seems quite unique. New innovation and technology namely Tablet, 
Smartphone, and new high technology products support the social 
status of people and their lives. Society in Thailand is strongly 
divided into various hierarchical levels. Each citizen has his or her 
own ancestral position. Due to the fact that everyone wants to be as 
high up in the hierarchy as possible, it is normal for people to try and 
positively affect their perceived social status. On a small scale, this is 
noticeable due to the well-maintained appearance of the people. It is 
not at all unusual for the poorest people to be extremely stylish with 
smart clothes. A large car or house is used to show off the status 
achieved. It is not important that this standard of living might have 
been achieved with loans because this cannot be seen by other 
people. Unfortunately, this type of behavior often leads to large 
proportions of the population having big debt problems. Being rich is 
a sign of prestige and how the wealth is achieved plays a lesser role. 

New innovation influence the society in both positive and negative 
way, it could be said it be a new trend setter. New innovation and 
technology like High Definition Television, Blue Ray discs and 3D 
movies make entertainment change to a whole level in Thailand. New 
innovations are improving lives, sharing Thai culture and language 
with the world, and creating economic opportunities. 
If we look at the innovation and how; it impacts the social aspect of 
Thailand. The most obvious it was during the flood in Thailand in 
2010 many new innovation was created such as home made raft that 
was made from water bottle and the famous floating tuk- tuk. In these 
situations creativity innovation means the form of survival. 
According to John Bessant & Keith Pavitt (2001 p.23) “Innovation is 
increasingly seen as a powerful way of securing competitive 
advantage and a more secure approach, but success is not always 
guarantee. The history of product and process innovations is littered 
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with examples of apparently good ideas which failed. But in other 
cases it was a case of an overnight success.”  For a country like 
Thailand innovation don’t always means making profit, but it could 
be said is for survival at a lowest cost possible. At the same time 
product development is an important capability because the 
environment is constantly changing. New products are often seen as 
the cutting edge of innovation in the marketplace, technology and 
innovation plays just an important strategic role. 
As we are stepping into the 21st century the role of technology, 
sciences and innovation will go side by side with religious believe. 
As stated by the President of Meajo University Thailand Thep 
Pongparnich (2007) “Technology, science and innovation at least 
seem to be very compatible with Buddhism, the oldest religion of 
Thailand. The principle of Science and Buddhism is definitely in 
common, but differences surely exist in the two disciplines regarding 
the way of attaining the goal. These differences, however, are rather 
complimentary than in opposition to each other. It could be said 
because of this factor at least, that the Thai people tend to accept 
Science and Technology readily, or in fact too quickly or even 
indiscriminately, the so-called pendulum phenomenon. What should 
happen though; is that Science and Technology for the Thai society 
should complement and be in accordance with Thai culture or 
original Thai way of life, which has been intrinsically and practically 
a Buddhist culture since times past.” 
 

III THAILAND AND ASEAN 
 
Beside this the Associate of Southeast Asian Nation (ASEAN)  craze 
also plays many role on how Thailand is progressing, currently the 
Thai government has emphasis the use of tablet in learn and teaching 
process in classrooms across the country. Innovation like this will 
change the Thai society and also the whole ASEAN as a whole. 
Thailand is now on the path of industrialization, the need of new 
innovation and technology product is a must. Doing business among 
other ASEAN members use to be manually but now it is mostly all 
online and paperless. The use of tablet and online software we could 
transfer money without even going to the bank. While Thailand is 
preparing for the ASEAN Economic Community 2015 (AEC 2015); 
Thailand have uses a new policy of modernization in term of 
education, communication and transportation (ASEAN 2013). This is 
so because Thailand needs to be up to the ASEAN Standard if 
Thailand wants to achieve its goal for AEC 2015. With the exception 
of Singapore, which can be considered a developed city-state, most 
members of ASEAN are still developing nations, with a few still in 
the under-developed phase of growth. Economic development within 
the individual ASEAN states has been heavily dependent upon 
government infrastructure rather than private development, foreign 
direct investment, and the growth and diversification of local firms. 
This could be an obstacle for Thailand and ASEAN to grow in term 
of innovation and new technology. 
 
As information travels faster and faster and more reliably, barriers of 
distance disappear, and businesses are realizing how easy it is to 
outsource jobs overseas, this is where Thailand will have the 
advantages. Businesses have been at the forefront of technology for 
ages. Whatever can speed production will draw in more business. As 
computers emerged in the 20th century, they promised a new age of 
information technology. But in order to reap the benefits, businesses 
needed to adapt and change their infrastructure. This is where 
ASEAN will play a very important role. For Thai society to adapt to 
this new technology, firstly most Thai people must be tech savvy and 
must have the proper education on ethical usage of this new 
innovation (Phalaunnaphat Siriwongs  2012). Creativity is 
fundamentally a social process where new ideas are more likely to 
come through rest and relaxation rather than strenuous formal 
meetings. Consequently workplaces need to be redesigned so that    

an environment of serendipitous sharing becomes the norm. This 
must be supported by the correct motivation systems that reinforce 
and truly reward new ideas and promotes high productivity. In order 
for Thailand and ASEAN to become more progressive the Thai 
society need to change attitude towards new innovation and product. 
 

IV RESEARCH PROCESS 

This research is a case study that on “A study on Thai 
Students and Innovation Tool: a Social Sciences”. The main purpose 
is to examine on how innovation and new technology, like the tablet, 
smart phones, and computers influence Thai students and also the 
Thai society as a whole. 

Data of the study were collected from students who 
enrolled at International College, Suan Sunandha Rajabhat 
University, Bangkok Thailand. In this study, the researcher collected 
data from various resources such as classroom observations, students 
using their I-phone, tablet and laptop computers. Semi-structured 
interviews with students were also conducted. 

 
Research Questions 
 

1. What kind of innovation tools that Thai students used? 
2. How  innovation tools influences Thai students in their studies? 

 
 

Research Finding 

 

Base on the research finding the research found that: 

1. Thai students tend to accept Science and Technology readily, or 
in fact too quickly or even indiscriminately, the so-called 
pendulum phenomenon. What should happen though; is that 
Science and Technology for the Thai society should complement 
and be in accordance with Thai culture or original Thai way of 
life, which has been intrinsically and practically a Buddhist 
culture since times past.” 
 

2. Students are more active and perform better when using 
technology aids. The students will feel lost if their essential 
technological equipment is taken away. 

3. Thai students needed more education on how to use the 
technology and innovation ethically. 

 

V. CONCLUSION 
 
Innovation and technology could be said is a trend and ‘in – thing’ 
for Thai society. Product like smart phone and tablet has become a 
fashion statement and social status symbol. This is so because Thai 
society loves to be different and be high above in the social 
hierarchy.  In conclusion the technology and innovation does change 
and influence the Thai society. But what is needed is more education 
for Thai people regarding on to use this technology and innovation 
ethically. Thailand shows that during hard time like the flood of 
2010, Thai society is able to produce a new product that most people 
never think about. While ASEAN is still a hot topic in Southeast 
Asia, Thailand is not far behind from other country in this region in 
term of development. More innovation can be made in Thailand and 
most importantly need to develop both socially and technologically in 
order to be a leader in this region. 
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