
Examples of Imagery in Screenwriting (Visual Writing) created by Screenwriter 

 

 

In ‘Whiplash’ : Kinesthetic and Auditory Imagery 
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Short, kinetic* sentences foreground specific images: the metronome, Andrew’s blistering hands, the drumsticks. The 
scene is about “Andrew practicing like mad” until “CRAAACK”, his right drumstick “SNAPS IN HALF.” You can hear that 
sound, right? The capitalization helps us imagine it, as does the run-on structure of the preceding line – “struggling, 
sweating, hands blistering” – contrasting with that single, percussive syllable that stops us short: CRAAACK. 
Thanks to Chazelle’s specific imagery, we’re right there with Andrew. We feel his focus and obsessive energy right up to 
the accident, which releases tension, literally slowing us down with three sentences: “He stops. Spent. Looks at his hand, 
sweating and throbbing from the blisters.” The structure and images work together to sweep us up in the scene action. 
 

*Definition of kinetic. 1: of or relating to the motion of material bodies and the forces and energy associated therewith. 2: active, lively. b: 

dynamic, energizing a kinetic performer. 3: of or relating to kinetic art. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In‘Toy Story’ :Visual Imagery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.lightsfilmschool.com/blog/4-examples-of-good-visual-writing-in-a-movie-script 

 

 


