Unit 5: Film Language
(Cinematic and
Literary Devices)
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Film as art works- e.g.

experimental/ documentary/
independent/ importance of

mise-en-scene

Film as literature work

Film as a reflection to society
and culture at particular times

Discussion in films to
understand work of
literature

Film as technological work

Film as industry- they have
become the product bringing
people to escapism

So, to fulfill these, literary devices are greatly important in making

films to reflect, to convey social, cultural message, to entertain or even

to fulfill need for artistic and spiritual consumption
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Narration
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First person
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Sherlock Holmes: A Scandal in Bohemia

‘ Narrator is a character in the story



Second person

The Night Circus
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Third person (sometimes is ‘omniscient form’)

happened to
s hadn't been
ne a cake - but

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets

Third Person Omniscient Point of View

Brings to life and develops Useful for introducing the
an entire world of reader to a plethora of
characters. characters.

Relates information about
each character that the
characters might not
know about each other.
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Protagonist vs. Antagonist
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Conflict as a common literary element
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Aesthetics

A method used to promote or educate readers/audiences about
important artistic expression in society (knowledge of socio-culture is
important).

Symbolism

The use of concrete objects or people or places to stand for
something else esp. abstract ideas/ concepts/ bigger ideas

Allegory

Acts as an extended metaphor. It's not a single object but
technique to reveal hidden messages or meanings. It actually
presents the whole story.

Ambiguity

The possibility of a single word to have more than one meaning, making
several interpretations plausible. A common aspect of ambiguity is
uncertainty. Ambiguity can be a useful tool for creating humor.




Symbolism Allegory

ideas characters
Childhood
events
Innocence
Larger
concepts

Political, religious, historical, social




Allegory in Animal Farm (Political Allegory)

themes of totalitarianism, the
corruption of ideals, and the power of language.

The “mentallmist” [that clouds everyone's
judgment is the realithemejof the story

. : — THE MIST
I using the socio-political allegory _
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Connotation

Signifying signs, or signs that are used as signifiers for a secondary
(cultural) meaning, e.g., the word "rose" signifies passion
(individual / cultural connotations) (Rose = fear/ Rose = Romance)

lrony

Irony can mean the expression of one's meaning by using language that
normally signifies the opposite, typically for humorous or emphatic or
sarcastic effect.

Metaphor

A metaphor compares words in a sentence. It says that one thingis
another different thing.

Motif

Motif reinforces the theme of a film. A motif is a symbolic image or
idea that appears frequently in a story. Motifs can be symbols, sounds,
actions, ideas, or words. Motifs strengthen a story by adding images
and ideas to the theme present throughout the narrative. We use such
as prop, location, pieces of things, line of dialogue to create symbols
to convey theme message of film
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© Verbal Irony: A statement in which the implicit

film technique,
, by which the
ions is clear to
gh unknown to

g a situation in
at is opposite

1t the outcome
d.




Metaphor
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All the world's a stage, and all the
men and women merely players:
they have their exits and their
entrances; and one man in his
time plays many parts, his acts
being seven ages.

William Shakespeare
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The tiny red ant The sweet smell of
climbed up the freshly baked apple
broken twig. filled the air.

One bite of the
sour lemon caused
my lips to pucker.

The sharp edge of
The car squeaked the paper cut my

every time | hit finger and made

abump in the road. it sting.

Foreshadowing
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Tes of Imaer Auditory imagery
Visual imagery of trees”

branches”

he wind whistled
the leaves.

Olfactory imagery Gustatory imagery (relating to,

ith, or being the
atory nerves)

atered and her

bit into the sour,
go chow.”

Kinesthetic imagery ( ness

.g. "My toes went numb and a shiver ran through my

body as | stepped into the cold river.”



Great Expectations, Charles Dickens

Pip, the hero of Great Expectations by Charles Dickens, clearly paints a wet and soggy scene. Not only was he
soaked down to the bone, but he had to struggle through the fog that made things invisible for a time.

It was a rimy morning, and very damp. | had seen the damp lying on the outside of my little
window... Now, | saw the damp lying on the bare hedges and spare grass... On every rail and
gate, wet lay clammy; and the marsh-mist was so thick, that the wooden finger on the post
directing people to our village-a direction which they never accepted, for they never came there-
was invisible to me until | was quite close under it.
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Metaphorical Criticism of "American Beauty”

1t suburban
of Lester’s
appiness and

m is also to

the viewer

—does it portray the message that is intended to be
conveyed and how effectively is this message




The plastic bag (the garbage bag) as the metaphor

- -

discarding, the character of Ricky finds beauty in it. He has filmed a piece of plastic dancing
in the wind and he says that the bag “is the most beautiful thing I have ever filmed.” (American
Beauty). He 1s so moved by the beauty he sees in this piece of plastic that he tells Jane, Lester’s
daughter; “Sometimes there is so much beauty in the world, I feel like I can’t take it in, my

heart’s just going to cave in.” (American Beauty).

Through the vehicle of the plastic bag, the film conveys the message that beauty and happiness
can be found even in a piece of garbage — 1.e, where one least expects it. The piece of plastic
swirls around and around, it can be blown away by the wind any minute and this signifies that
the happy freedom could disappear any moment. So is life. .. and through the tenor of garbage,
the film reveals that happiness must be grabbed wherever it can be found, even in the most

unlikely places — and it must be cherished because it could disappear any moment.
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Allusion

A literary device that references a person,
place, thing, or event in the real world.
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Allusions in Life of Pi

" by Samuel

“Water, water everywhere, but no drop to drink..”

ical Characters
du gods

people in history such as Columbus and




During this weekend, please watch:

Internet), in case that you can find it in "§
Netflix, it's better watch there. |

2. The Mist (it's in Thai), in case that you
can find it in Netflix, it's better watch
there.

You make take note and try linking with the

lesson. We will talk about them on Monday.
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